
Happy Fall Y’all, 
 

Fall is an exciting time of the year for most educators, students and parents.  The season allows us to observe 

the glorious changing colors of our Arkansas landscape, the transformations of our students, and reminds us of 

how thankful we are for the opportunities and people blessing our lives. As President of AGATE, my blessings 

include each of you as members of the organization which strives to support the education of gifted children.  

In preparing our state report for NAGC’s website, I recently had the opportunity to share just how fortunate we 

are in Arkansas related to gifted education.  We are all thankful for our state’s mandate that supports appropri-

ate funding for gifted education services for our K-12 students.  Our extraordinary successes in 2015 include the 

passage of a bill that re-established AEGIS Programs in the state education budget.   AGATE’s Advocate, Davis 

Hendricks and the legislative committee continued work to get the line item funded.  The Governor agreed to 

fund 2016-2017 AEGIS Programs with a $140,000 appropriation from his Rainy Day fund.  We continue to work 

on an appropriation bill during the upcoming session to solidify funds for years to come.  

Another success for which we can thank our legislative supporters is the constant communication following the 

progress of two acts passed during the legislative session which directly impact gifted  education programs in 

the state.  Act 1136, Senator Joyce Elliott’s amendment to her Districts of Innovation legislation, now requires 

that Districts of Innovation abide by the statutory law requiring K-12 GT programs in all public school districts.  

At this time no public schools have been allowed to waive any GT standards.   

Statewide various sites are hosting listening tours for stakeholders to share information regarding ESSA in order 

to transform Arkansas to lead the nation in student-focused education.  AGATE is well represented by many 

supporters but needs your support as well in these stakeholder meetings.  Attend one and make your voice 

count for gifted education.  

Thanks to all of you who regularly speak up in support of our children and the services we provide in our public 

schools. This newsletter is full of opportunities such as the Parent Night meetings with John Antonetti, AGATE 

conference news and registration information, AGATE Scholarships, AGATE enrichment grant application, MAP 

application, AGATE Awards Nomination information, and much more.  Read on, and be sure to take advantage 

of all the opportunities AGATE offers, you’ll be THANKFUL you did!!   

Karm Prock 

AGATE President 

From the President’s Desk 
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AGATE's Mission: 

 

AGATE is an independent organization promoting excellence in education,  

particularly as it relates to gifted and talented children and youth in Arkansas. 

AGATE works to educate its members and the Arkansas community as to the 

nature and needs of gifted and talented children and youth, and to  

develop a community that recognizes, nurtures, and rewards the fulfillment 

of the unique individual potential of each child. 

Newsletter Contact: 

Megan Bell 

(501) 345-2610 

mbell@midlandschools.org 
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The Joys and Challenges of Raising Gifted Children 

Sponsored by Arkansans for Gifted and Talented Education 

                                    
Presented by John Antonetti 

November 15, 2016 

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Greene County Tech High School Auditorium 

4601 Linwood Drive, Paragould, AR 72450  
 

John Antonetti is the former director of K–12 curriculum in the Sheridan School District, Arkansas. 

Once described by Larry Lezotte as a "teacher's teacher", John has had the great fortune to teach at 

all grade levels. He has taught kindergarten, AP Chemistry and most grades in between. He has 

worked with three districts that won the nationally recognized Broad Prize for Urban Education. He 

works with schools and districts throughout North America on student engagement, writing, rigor and 

relevance, and high-yield best practices. Though hands-on work in schools is his passion, John is 

also a highly sought keynote speaker. His humor and parables are recognized by teachers, adminis-

trators and parents as relevant examples of the power of teachers. 

 

John will be “ZOOMED” into sites for those not living close enough to see his  

presentation in person. For additional information regarding how you can see John’s 

presentation please contact Jill Clogston (jclogston@astate.edu) or your AGATE  

District Director. 

 

                                                  www.agatearkansas.org 

 

mailto:jclogston@astate.edu
http://www.agatearkansas.org
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High School Students Discover their Leadership Super  

Powers at the 2016 AAGEA Fall Conference at UALR 
 

By Ann Robinson 

University of Arkansas at Little Rock 

 

 

 Kapow! High school students from 10 Arkansas districts attended the AAGEA Fall Stu-
dent Leadership Conference on September 29th on the campus of the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock. Schools Districts who participated include: Clarendon, Clinton, Cotter, Dollar-
way, Fouke, Harrison, Hot Springs, Lake Hamilton, Lakeside (Lake Village), Midland, Moun-
tain Pine, North Little Rock, Sheridan, Stuttgart, White Hall and Wynne. 

 

 Sponsored and organized by the Jodie Mahony Center 
for Gifted Education, the 2016 AAGEA Student Leadership Con-
ference featured Dr. Tamra Stambaugh, Director of Programs 
for Talented Youth at Vanderbilt University. Dr. Stambaugh 
guided young leaders through an exploration of the concepts of 
leadership, the ethical use of power, and much more. Students 
were engaged, active, and excited by her interactive keynote. 

Student feedback determined that “Dr. 
Stambaugh is AWESOME!” 

 

 Students selected from six breakout sessions to explore their per-
sonal interests. Faculty and staff at the University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock offered sessions on Leading through Communication, Sim Care to 
Prepare Medical Leaders for the Future,  Building the Internet of the Fu-
ture, Cutting Edge Fabric Arts, Leading off 
with Physics, Phun, and Entrepreneurs Lead 
with Innovation!  

 

 The Arkansas Association of Gifted Education Adminis-
trators (AAGEA) is constituent group of the Arkansas Associa-
tion for Educational Administrators (AAEA). 
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March 1-3, 2017 at the Little Rock Marriott 
 

The conference will be here before you know it, so make plans now! Our focus this year is on you, the teach-
er, and all you do to nurture, challenge, and educate our students. Like a master gardener, we are always 
planting seeds, watering, pruning, and securing just the right amount of sunlight to help our students grow 
and blossom into flourishing productive citizens. Throughout the conference, you will find sessions full of 
hands-on tools to aide you in growing your gifted garden.  
 

Our Pre-Conference on Wednesday, March 1, will be filled with some of the most dynamic sessions yet: 

Ian Byrd from byrdseed.com will be offering a full day’s session on “Better Questioning and Feedback.”  
Checks out Ian’s blog at http://byrdseed.com/ 

Museum of Science from Boston, MA will be presenting “Engineering is Elementary.” Check out their web-

site to learn more about their curriculum:  http://www.eie.org/ 

Errin Stanger from our own Arkansas Regional Innovation Hub located in North Little Rock will be hosting 
a day of “Maker’s Space” on their campus. Visit the Hub online at https://arhub.org/ 

Kris Bertelsen from the Federal Reserve will be offering a day of technology meshed with economics. See 
some resources from the Fed at https://www.stlouisfed.org/education 

Davis Hendricks, AGATE's Legislative Advocate, will be taking a group over for the “State Capitol Excur-
sion: Advocacy in Action.” 

 

Pre-Con sessions seating is limited, so register early! 
 

On Thursday, join us to hear our keynote speaker, Ian Byrd, share his experiences as a gifted student and G.T. 
educator. Mr. Byrd will follow-up with a breakout session that is sure to fill fast! That afternoon, we will have 
our annual awards luncheon honoring those of you in the trenches for your achievements and dedication.   
There will also be breakout sessions offered throughout the day on Thursday, with options for you to learn 
how to better grow your gifted students and program. Thursday will also feature Parent Interest Sessions 
which are a strand of sessions that will contain content that may be especially interesting for parents to learn.  
Administrator Interest Sessions will also be offered. Parents and administrators can register for these sessions 
using the same registration used for the rest of the conference. Regular conference attendees are also invited 
to attend any of these parent or administrator interest sessions.   
 

Following our early morning breakfast, Friday will be another full day of breakout sessions. Previously, we of-
fered AP Day on Friday, but this year, we are also excited to announce Full STEAM Ahead as a new Friday of-
fering! This full day workshop will consist of four extended special breakout sessions in which K-6 regular 
classroom teachers will learn a wealth of information about implementing STEAM related lessons in their 
classrooms. In order to attend these special sessions, one must register for Full STEAM Ahead. Regular confer-
ence registration or Friday only registration will not admit you to the Full STEAM Ahead sessions. Be sure to 
encourage your colleagues to get registered today! 
 

You can learn more about the conference, and find a link to the online registration form and also as a down-
loadable registration  

form, on the AGATE website:  http://www.agatearkansas.org/conference. See you at AGATE! 

 

                                                                       Sandy Roe   

                                     2017 AGATE Conference Chair 
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Pre-Conference Presenters 
Legislative Fieldtrip  

 

with 

Davis Hendricks 

Arkansas is fortunate to have had statutory gifted and talented programs for the past 30 years thanks to the 

commitment of visionaries like Martha Ann Jones Norton and legislators like Jody Mahoney and Gloria 

Cabe. Maintaining our legislation and sustaining the funding that makes GT programs possible is OUR re-

sponsibility. Educating the public and our lawmakers is the challenge that we all must meet in order for GT 

education to be an option for generations to come. 

This Pre-Conference field trip to the Capitol brings you face to face with the legislative process and provides 

you with the tools you will need to advocate for gifted and talented students in Arkansas. AGATE's Legisla-

tive Advocate, Davis Hendricks, leads you through a busy day at the Capitol, where you will attend an Edu-

cation Committee meeting and have the opportunity to visit with your local legislators during the full session 

of the House and Senate. Lunch in the Capitol Cafeteria and a notebook of advocacy tools are provided. 

Technology for the G.T. Classroom 

 
 

 

 

 

      

with  

Kris Bertelsen 

 

The Little Rock Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis is pleased to host Educators for the 2017 Ar-

kansans for Gifted and Talented Education Pre-conference. The St. Louis Fed provides free materials and pro-

fessional development opportunities to teachers nationwide. Technology for the G.T. Classroom will feature 

free online resources courses to deepen your students’ understanding of economics personal finance, history 

and other social studies disciplines. Integrate economics into your social studies classroom using technology, 

printed materials, and one of the most comprehensive sources of economic data in the world.  
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Pre-Conference Presenters 

Engineering is Elementary 

with 

Jason Brewer 

Engineering is Elementary® (EiE®) is a project of the National Center for Technological Literacy® (NCTL®) at the Museum of Science, 

Boston. EiE serves children and educators in grades K–8 with research-based, teacher-tested curriculum materials for schools and out-

of-school time programs. In addition, EIE helps  teachers build skills and confidence in teaching engineering and technology in our 

professional development workshops. This workshop will introduce elementary classroom teachers to the concepts of engineering 

and technology and prepare teachers to facilitate Engineering is Elementary units with their students.  

Asking Better Questions and Feedback  

with 

Ian Byrd 

Ian taught gifted students in Garden Grove, California where he grew up as a gifted kid himself. On his journey to become a 

teacher, he earned a degree in Computer Science, briefly played bass in an almost successful rock band, and married a fashion 

designer. Ian now writes about gifted education at Byrdseed.com to an audience of over 40,000 monthly visitors.  

Questions are the most basic tool in a teacher's belt. But how can we use this tool more effectively? How can we become experts 

in the art of questioning? In this session, we'll look at how the right questions at the right time can push all students' thinking fur-

ther.   
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Innovation Hub Fieldtrip 

The Innovation Hub believes that the challenges of the 21st-century economy require us to do everything we can to develop, retain, 

and attract talent — which has always been our state’s greatest asset. That demands a collaborative community approach that expos-

es everyone to creative possibilities and offers ready access to the information, resources, and instruction they need to bring their ide-

as to fruition. They have created an open environment with tools, technology, equipment, and support, along with the opportunity to 

Learn and Build through formal and informal programs. The result is an acceleration of innovation that leads to new products, new 

businesses, and new works of art, as well as an enhanced appreciation for what it possible when we provide the pathways for every 

individual to realize his or her potential. 

In this workshop participants will receive an introduction and overview of Makerspace's and how STEAM applies to the classroom. 

Participants will also tour the HUB and choose breakout sessions in Art and Design and “Making.”  

 

with 

Erin Stanger 

Pre-Conference Presenters 

Friday March 3 is Power Packed with STEAM! 

Attention Teachers of Grades 1-5 Students! 

YOU are invited to join the STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) Team for a day of 

enriched learning AGATE style!  Specifically for classroom teachers in Grades 1-5, AGATE’s STEAM Team 

Day combines math, music, engineering, and “teckie” science learning designed to enrich, engage, and 

excite all children.  This 9:00 – 3:30 workshop experience is divided into four 80-minute sessions and led by 

four amazing content experts.  Each session is jam-packed with STEAM-inspired lessons and activities 

based on Next Generation Science Standards for Scale, Proportion, and Quantity.  The lucky 100 STEAM 

Team participants will enjoy lunch and snack-enriched breaks.  Participants will also receive packets and 

materials from each of the four STEAM sessions plus a limited edition STEAM Team T-shirt.  To register, 

simply complete the STEAM Team Day section for Friday, March 3 on the AGATE 2017 Conference regis-

tration form.  March 3 at AGATE is powered by STEAM!  



 

Name      

 

    

 

Zip     

 

    

 

    

 

AGATE  MEMBERSHIP 

     

  

    
 

       

 
  

 
  

 

 
AGATE 
Member 

  

ember 
 
 

  

Member 

  

  
Ian Byrd: Questioning and Better 

Feedback     $200   $225   
 

  
Dianne Kelley: Engineering is 

Elementary (EiE) 
 (Limited to 25 Participants) 

    $200   $225 

  
  

 

  Kris Bertelsen: Economics, math, litera-
cy, and social studies: Resources to inte-
grate and challenge students. Participants 
will spend the day off site at the financial 
center. 

    $200   $225 
  

 

  Innovation HUB with Errin Stanger- An 

introduction and overview of Mak-

erspace's and how STEAM applies to the 

classroom and tour, plus breakout ses-

sions in Art and Design and breakout 

sessions in “Making.” (Limited to 30 Partici-

pants) 

    $200   $225 
  

 

  
Legislative Fieldtrip 
(Limited to 20 Participants)     $75   $100  

                                                                                                          Total Page 1 $ 

 

  vegan  vegetarian  gluten free  

Arkansans for Gifted and Talented Education 
http://www.agatearkansas.org/ 

AGATE 2017: Cultivating the Gifted 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 PO Box 207 

 Little Rock, AR 72203

 

            
 

      

 

 

  
 

  

Member 
 
 

  

Member 
  

 

 

        
  

 

 
 

   $30 $30   $30 
  

 

   

 

 
  

   $240 $250   $290 
  

 

 

 
   $190 $175   $215 

 

 

 
   $190 $175   $215 

  
 

 

 

Full STEAM Ahead 
(9:00-3:00) $125   $165 $175   $215   

 

  

  

  
 

  
 

 



kprock@searcyschools.org  

AGATE Call for Nominations 
AGATE is a volunteer organization! Please consider 

nominating someone for the AGATE Board of Direc-

tors or consider serving yourself. 

 

 

 

The AGATE positions open for nominations in 2016 are: 

District II Director 

District IV Director 

Affiliate Director 

Two Nominating Positions 

 

Please send nominations ON or BEFORE November 18, 2016  

to the AGATE Past President and Nominating Chair: 

Jill Clogston, Director 

Education Renewal Zone 

Arkansas State University 

P.O. Box 940 

State University, AR 72467 

jclogston@astate.edu 

jillclogston@yahoo.com 

 

Or contact a member of the AGATE Nominating Committee: 

Kem Drake  kem.drake@gctsd.k12.ar.us  (Term expires July 2017) 

Linor Thomas  linor.thomas@magazinek12.com  (Term expires July 2017) 

Beth Sullivan  bsullivan@esd-15.org  (Term expires July 2018) 

Diane Hay  dhay@blythevilleschools.net  (Term expires July 2018) 

 

mailto:kprock@searcyschools.org
mailto:jclogston@astate.edu
mailto:jillclogston@yahoo.com
mailto:kem.drake@gctsd.k12.ar.us
mailto:linor.thomas@magazinek12.com
mailto:bsullivan@esd-15.org
mailto:dhay@blythevilleschools.net


AGATE/AAGEA District Director Luncheon 
 
 

AAGEA and AGATE District Directors who were able to attend met at the AAGEA con-
ference, September 29, in the UALR Student Center.  The purpose of the luncheon 
was to introduce a newly formed Alliance between AGATE/AAGEA District Directors. 
 Charlotte Green, AAGEA District II and Sally Stuart, AGATE District II, began a con-
versation about the purpose of each district director’s role and what we could do to 
make it stronger.  By combining the districts, advocacy can be strengthened that fo-
cuses on parents and legislation.   
 

This new alliance has joined making four alliance areas (A, B, C, and D). AGATE has 
a Parent focus while AAGEA’s focus is more legislative.  Each Alliance will work to-
gether to create annual events to promote parental involvement and advocacy in Gift-
ed Education.  The upcoming Zoom with John Antonetti is a great start for our Parent 
involvement. Each Alliance will schedule a central location to make the Zoom availa-
ble. We will let everyone know where these will take place as the date draws near. 
Confirmed sites and contact so far are Sally Stuart  at Arch Ford, Chris Deitz at LRSD 
and Jimmie Lou Brandon at Lee County School District. 
 

For our legislative focus, Sandra Johnson attended the luncheon and shared the 
“Talking Points” document that she lead in creating for all coordinators. We also had a 
special guest, Dr. Ann Robinson, who shared the news on conversations from the Ar-
kansas Steering Committee on State Accountability.  In a nutshell, GT voices need to 
be heard and our presence known.   
 

Thank you to those who attended and we’re hopeful this new alliance will make an im-
pact on Arkansas Gifted.  

mailto:jlamb@astate.edu
mailto:sally.stuart@archford.org
mailto:lgigliotti@mtnhome.k12.ar.us
mailto:stacy.slater@smackover.net
mailto:soliver@hsdlions.org


AGATE  
 

AWARD NOMINATIONS 

Award Nominations are currently being  

accepted via our new AGATE website: 
http://www.agatearkansas.org 

All nominations are due by  

Friday, Dec. 9th.   
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AGATE 

Reimbursement Scholarship for Graduate Study 

Arkansans for Gifted and Talented Education 

 

As one of many membership benefits, AGATE provides funding for graduate study in gifted education.  Up to six scholarships 

not to exceed $1,000.00 will be awarded for use during the 2016-2017 school year or summer of 2017. 

 
GUIDELINES: 

 
YOU MUST BE A CURRENT INDIVIDUAL MEMBER OF AGATE TO APPLY! 

(Membership will be verified by the AGATE membership chair.)  

 
Scholarship certificates are awarded at the annual AGATE Spring Conference. The course cost is reimbursed after a paid receipt 

and copy of your college transcript is received that documents course completion. 

 

This scholarship award is for one time only. 

 

All materials should be submitted by October 28, 2016 to: 

 Robin Clark 

 Central Baptist College 

 1501 College Avenue 

 Conway, AR  72034 

501-205-8793 

rclark@cbc.edu 

 

Scholarship recipients will be notified by December 23, 2016. 

 

All information must be submitted as one packet of material for consideration. 

 

Disclaimer:  If you receive support from any other entity that funds the cost of the course, you are ineligible to apply for or 

claim reimbursement for this scholarship.   

 

Application Information and Certification Form 
 

Complete the attached application form and certification form. All forms are available on the AGATE 

website:agatearkansas.org 
 

Attach 2 letters of reference:  1) must be from a professor who can address your capabilities as a graduate student and 2) must 

be from an employer or other professional who can address your expertise, character, and scholarly pursuit. 

 

 Include one recent photograph (name on back) for publicity. 
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Name ________________________________________________________ 

  Last            First   Middle 

 

 Home Address _________________________________________________ 

 

 City _____________________________State_________Zip____________ 

 

 Telephone (H)_______________________(W)_______________________ 

 

 Current place of employment/school district, address, and phone #: 

 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 Current job title:  

 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-mail address:_________________________________________________ 

 

Individual AGATE Membership will be verified by AGATE Membership Chair.  If you are not a current individual member, 

please join by visiting the AGATE website before submitting application.   

  

 Scholarship Funds would be used for: 

 

 Name of Institution______________________________________________ 

 

 Course Number & Title__________________________________________ 

 

 Semester Date _________________________________________________ 

 

Please attach a resume that outlines your work and education history. 

 

Please attach a typed auto-biographical statement that does not exceed 500 words.  Discuss interest in gifted education, reason for 
choosing this field, plans for graduate degree/licensure and financial need.   

   

 

DEADLINE:  October 28, 2016 

AGATE 

2017 Reimbursement Scholarship for 
Graduate Study 



AEGIS Grants are Alive Once More! 
 

After a hiatus of fifteen years, funding for Academic Enrichment for Gifted/Talented 
in Summer (AEGIS) grants are once again available.  The grants for summer  

enrichment programs were a much loved part of services to gifted students in the 
state until 2001 when funds were no longer available for the programs.  Many 
AGATE members were involved in the original AEGIS programs as sponsors, 
teachers, or student participants.  Because of the life-changing impact of the  

enrichment programs, a grass-roots effort resulted in legislation to once again fund 
the grants. Act 814 of 2015 appropriated funds for the grants.  AEGIS grants may 
be awarded to public or private agencies for the establishment of summer  

residential or day programs.   

The Arkansas Department of Education is currently requesting proposals for pro-
grams to take place in the summer of 2017.  The deadline for the proposals is No-
vember 8, 2016.  The Commissioner’s Memo with the guidelines and application 
links can be found here http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?
Id=2028 

The first AEGIS grant since 2001 was awarded for the Creative Adventures and  

Valuable Experiences through Spelunking (C.A.V.E.S) program which took place 
this past summer.  The program served eighteen students from around the state 
and was directed by Sandra Johnson and Shelly Tomlinson, Specialists from the 
Ozark Unlimited Resources Education Center.  The program was modeled on one 
of the original AEGIS programs from the past and was very successful.  C.A.V.E.S. 
was a 7-day/6-night residential program that provided an authentic immersion in  

science for gifted high-school students. The program provided an in-depth curricu-
lum and strategies that high-ability science students need.  Activities focused on in-
vestigative studies in the areas of cave eco-systems, karst geology, bat populations, 
and hydrogeology. 

Because the amount of funding available for AEGIS programs has been increased 
for summer 2017, more programs will be funded for the summer of 2017. Now is the 
time to dream about that summer program you would like to sponsor and begin 
working on your proposal.  If you would like additional information about AEGIS  

programs, please contact mary.stein@arkansas.gov or call 501-682-4224.  
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STATEments from Mary Kathryn Stein 

http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=2028
http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=2028
mailto:mary.stein@arkansas.gov
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Capitol News  

From  

Davis Hendricks 
The AGATE Advocate and the AGATE Legislative Committee were active during the summer as 

several school districts sought waivers by the State Board of Education for GT certification and 

services under Act 1240. This legislation, passed in the 90
th
 General Assembly, allows public 

school districts to seek the same waivers as any charter school in their district. AGATE continues 

to monitor these waivers through close communication with the Office of Gifted and Talented at 

the Arkansas Department of Education, and thus far no public schools have been granted GT 

waivers. In one case, a district was seeking waivers but through the diligence of AGATE and the 

ADE, the district was contacted prior to asking for waivers and discovered that waivers were not 

necessary. In other cases, the Advocate successfully testified against the waivers at the State 

Board meetings and waivers were not granted. 

 

Throughout the summer months, the AGATE Advocate attended joint meetings of the House and 

Senate Education Committees and continued building relationships with legislators. AGATE’s Ad-

vocate worked closely with Senator Blake Johnson, sponsor of the AEGIS legislation passed in 

the 90
th
 General Assembly, to secure the support of Governor Hutchinson, who put $140,000 into 

the AEGIS budget for the 2016-17 summer programs from his Rainy Day funds. Thanks to Gover-

nor Hutchinson, AEGIS is funded this summer for multiple programs. Districts and other potential 

AEGIS applicants need to take advantage of this opportunity to bring back AEGIS. The Governor 

is due thanks from the GT community for making multiple programs possible this summer. The 

Advocate and the Legislative Committee will continue to work on funding the AEGIS line item, 

possibly with an appropriation bill during the upcoming 91
st
 General Assembly in January. 

 

As the session approaches it is important that AGATE members continue to develop relationships 

with local legislators, inviting them to GT functions and expanding awareness about the role of 

Gifted Education in Arkansas. Remember to contact AGATE’s Legislative Advocate, Davis Hen-

dricks, who is available as a free service of AGATE, to come to your parent meetings and civic 

groups to spread the message of AGATE’s advocacy for Arkansas’ gifted and talented students. 

Davis can be reached at dhendricks95@att.net. Check out the new advocacy page on the new 

AGATE website here: http://www.agatearkansas.org/advocacy. 

mailto:dhendricks95@att.net
http://www.agatearkansas.org/advocacy
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CAVING IS DIRTY BUSINESS 

Project C.A.V.E.S. (Creative Adventures and Valuable Experiences through Spelunk-

ing) provided 18 high school students from across the state an authentic immersion in 

science outside of the classroom.  This seven day residential program for gifted sci-

ence students was provided by a competitive grant from the Department of Educa-

tion and hosted by the Ozarks Unlimited Resources (OUR) Cooperative on June 12-18.  

Shelley Tomlinson, OUR Science Specialist and Sandra Johnson, OUR Gifted specialist 

worked together to secure the grant and administrate the program.   

The OUR Cooperative partnered with the National Park Service to provide a week of 

unforgettable learning experiences.  Buffalo National River Aquatic Ecologist Faron 

Usrey worked closely with the OUR staff to provide the facilities, caving equipment 

and access needed for a phenomenal experience. The students were housed at two 

Buffalo River ranger station locations including Toney Bend, near the Rush communi-

ty, and Steel Creek, near Ponca.   

The location of the OUR Cooperative region provided the ideal physical geography 

for a summer cave camp.  The area is full of various wild and commercial caves with a 

rich history.  The campers were able to experience Back ‘O Beyond Cave, Willis Cave, 

Mud Cave, Indian Rock House, Lost Valley and a special designed tour of Blanchard 

Springs Caverns.  A key component in the success of the camp came from the leader-

ship of a local cave expert, Chester Beck.    Mr. Beck began his fascination and love of 

caving when he attended Project CAVES camp as a student when Academic Enrich-

ment for Gifted in Summer (AEGIS) Programs were first funded in the 1980s.    

This camp was designed to immerse students in advanced scientific concepts and re-

search.  Through each day’s activities, student experienced the joy of discovery that is 

central to being a scientist.  Project C.A.V.E.S. incorporated professional and graduate 

students from branches of science into the week’s experiences to expose student to 

the interrelatedness and range of science fields.   Each day included activities out in 

the field and back at base camp.  Activities included investigative studies in the areas 

of cave eco-systems, karst geology, bat populations, and hydrogeology.   Instructors 

included Nathan Windel, Deer High School Science Instructor, Kenya Windel, Deer 

High School Literacy Teacher, and Jennifer Usrey, North Arkansas College Science In-

structor.  For one session, the Arkansas Geological Survey provided a crew of teachers 

led by Angela and Sandra Chandler that led the students through a series of hands-

on activities and a guided hike that focused on past environmental conditions that 

created the rock formations we see today.  
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Students were selected to participate based on a competitive process including a stu-

dent application and essay, teacher recommendation, administrator/counselor rec-

ommendation, as well as current transcript.  Eighteen students, nine female and nine 

male, participated representing the following districts:  Cabot, Fayetteville, Deer, Pu-

laski County, Genoa, Little Rock, Farmington, North Little Rock, Riverside, Jonesboro, 

Yellville-Summit, Berryville, Strong-Huttig, and Camden Fairview. The week was filled 

with many activities and assignments that challenged the students mentally, physical-

ly and socially.  The end result was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for all involved. 

  Journal writing was part of the camp and provided great insight into the students’ 

views of the week.  One student wrote “One of the best experiences I have ever 

had.”  Another wrote “I can honestly say that I have never had an educational experi-

ence like this.  The people, instructors, and events have really changed my life.”   

The National Park Service sent a videographer, Weston Docktor, to spend the week 
with Project C.A.V.E.S. and create a video highlighting the partnership with the Buffa-
lo River National Park Service.  The video will be posted on the Explore Nature Face-
book page in late August (https://www.facebook.com/NatureNPS/?ref=br_rs).   
Academic Enrichment for Gifted in the Summer (AEGIS) was first introduced through 

ACT 3 of 1983 providing provisions and funding.  AEGIS programs were provided for 

many years serving hundreds of high-ability students with great success until funding 

was cut in 2001.  After a renewed interest and push at the legislative level, AEGIS 

was reintroduced during the 2015 session, but was dependent on the funding.  Lim-

ited funds were made available for Summer 2016, and Project C.A.V.E.S. was the only 

program funded.   

“The OUR Cooperative was extremely excited to receive the grant monies to provide 

such a unique opportunity for 

students across the state.  I be-

lieve that teachers and students 

alike were blessed by the expe-

rience.  Our hope is that fund-

ing will be increased and ser-

vices continued for many years 

to come,” shared Sandra John-

son, OUR Gifted Specialist.  Stu-

dents left Project C.A.V.E.S. hav-

ing experienced science that is 

attainable, amazing and literally 

all around us, even under us!    

https://www.facebook.com/NatureNPS/?ref=br_rs


NAGC Affiliate Conference 2016  
 

March 5-8, AGATE’s Legislative Advocate, Davis Hendricks, AAGEA President, Bill Shelly, and AAGEA Past 

President and Legislative Chair, Sandra Johnson, represented AGATE and AAGEA, Arkansas’ NAGC Affili-

ates, at the National Association for Gifted Children’s State Affiliate Conference in Washington D.C. For the 

past 24 years, NAGC has hosted this conference, bringing together state affiliates from across the nation to 

provide training and resources as they advocate for gifted and talented students and programs in their states.  

The conference began Saturday, March 5, with a focus group session that examined ways NAGC and Affiliates 

can remain relevant locally and nationally. Later the general session illustrated how to develop and effectively 

articulate the “Elevator Pitch” to representatives and senators or potential advocates for a cause. Participants 

worked together in groups to share their products and present an advocacy pitch with participants. 

Sunday morning began with an address by NAGC President, Dr. George Betts, followed by a swap meet, in 

which participants chose topical focus areas and shared advocacy strategies successful in their states. This 

was followed by roundtable discussions of issues common to all states and tips on “Careful and Creative Ways 

to Save $$ in Convention Planning and Other Projects.”  

Sunday afternoon featured an address by Jeff Danielson, NAGC Teacher Resource Specialist and Editor of 

“Teaching for High Potential,” on “Meeting Varied Needs: Finding the Right Resources.” Later a session facili-

tated by Rene’ Islas, NAGC Executive Director, provided affiliates the opportunity to share ways NAGC can be 

more responsive and supportive in local advocacy efforts in their states. 

Sunday concluded with a presentation and discussion regarding the resolution of recent issues in clarifying the 

differences and similarities in gifted education and talent development from stakeholder feedback to NAGC sur-

veys by Sally Krisel, NAGC President-Elect. 

Monday’s morning sessions reviewed the State of the States report, how to use that data to inform advocacy, 

and the power of affiliates to shape state policy. Dr. Del Siegle, Director of the Center for Research in Gifted 

Education at the University of Connecticut, shared recent findings on under-represented populations in gifted 

education.   

Monday afternoon featured in-depth coverage of the Every Student Succeeds Act and the new guidelines for 

title programs that allow Title I and II funds use to provide resources for GT services to students from poverty 

and disadvantaged backgrounds.  The final session was led by Nick Manetto, lead consultant who has been 

working with NAGC for several years to develop a successful legislative agenda that has resulted in incorporat-

ing the new changes in ESSA as well as continued funding for the Javits Act. The conference culminated on 

Tuesday, March 8, as delegates walked to the Capitol to meet with their state Congressional Representatives 

and Senators or legislative staff, and share the mission of gifted education and thanks for support in passage of 

ESSA, (Every Student Succeeds Act) and continued funding for the Javits Act. 

Tuesday morning, Sandra, Davis and Bill joined other affiliate representatives who had scheduled meetings 

with their state delegations at the Capitol to share thanks for support of ESSA and ask for continued support for 

funding of the Javits Act. Their first meeting was with Senator Tom Cotton and his education staff, followed by 

Representative French Hill’s education staff member, Matt Karvelas. Next the Arkansas advocates met with 

Representative Rick Crawford’s staff member, Abby Burgess, and later met with Representative Bruce Wester-

man’s staffer, Cody Burkham. They completed a productive day of miles of walking and talking with Repre-

sentative Steve Womack’s education staffer, Lauren Johnson, and Senator John Boozman and his staff.   

AGATE and AAGEA’s representatives were positively received by the Senators and by staff personnel of the 

Representatives. Congressmen were not in session and actually were back in Arkansas during the conference. 

Folders were shared from NAGC with background information on the Javits Act, the highlights of ESSA and 

new points on Title funds and gifted students. Also included in the folders were copies of the AGATE Statutory 

History brochure, AGATE and AAGEA brochures as well as each advocate’s business card. Sandra, Davis and 

Bill appreciate AGATE and AAGEA’s commitment to advocacy and extend sincere thanks to both organizations 

for providing this extraordinary opportunity to represent Arkansas at the conference. 



 

 

 

Celebrating Arkansas’s Young Entrepreneurs for 12 Years! 
 

The Arkansas Economic Acceleration Foundation, an affiliate of the Arkansas Capital Corporation Group, creat-
ed the Youth Entrepreneur Showcase (Y.E.S.) for Arkansas business plan competition in 2005 to introduce young  
Arkansans in grades 5-8 to the potential and opportunities of entrepreneurship. 

Since the first competition in 2006, more than 7,000 students and teachers have competed for more than $62,000 in 

cash awards, trophies, and medals. Students who compete in Y.E.S. are taking part in a project-based learning activity 

that requires higher-order thinking skills. They work in teams to think of a business idea that could make money, which 

also encourages them to think about innovation and what their futures could be. 

The team is then charged with creating its own business plan to submit for the competition. The top 25 finalist teams are 
invited to Little Rock for the final round of the competition, “Y.E.S. for Arkansas Expo Day,” to exhibit and market their 
concepts and products to a team of judges. The event concludes with the naming of the winners and an awards  
presentation. 
There is no cost to enter the Y.E.S. competition, and students have everything to gain. Although they may not win, 
teachers say that competing in Y.E.S. challenges students to use their core reading, writing, spelling, and math skills. The 
process also brings out their students’ communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creative skills – key skills that 
are part of 21st century education. 

 
COMPETITION DATES 

September 30  Intents to Compete Open  
October 28  Intents to Compete Due 
October 31  Business Plan Submission Window Opens 
November 10  Business Plans Due 
December 8  Announcement of Top 25 Teams 
January 27  12th Annual Y.E.S. for Arkansas Expo Day, Park Plaza, Little Rock  

It’s More than a Game… 
It’s an Education for Life! 

 

Who: 4th -12th grade students, college students, too! 
What: Fall Stock Market Game Simulation 
When: Begins October 14th and runs through November 24th  
Why: This project based learning opportunity allows students to apply decision  
making skills in a real world setting and addresses all subjects. Plus, there is a teacher  
support center with lessons tied to the CCSS and TESS! 
http://www.economicsarkansas.org/for_teachers/stock_market_game.html 

http://arcapital.com/aeaf/
http://arcapital.com/
http://arcapital.com/aeaf/yes/yes-awards/


C.A.A.S. HAS A NEW WEBSITE: 

http://chessforarkansasschools.weebly.com/ 

 

THEY ALSO NOW HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE AND 

WANT TO ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO JOIN!  
 

For more information, contact Heather Slay, C.A.A.S. President at 

(HEATHER_SLAY@LAKESIDESD.ORG) 


